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❖ Short note on Windows  

The Windows operating system (Windows OS) refers to a family of operating systems developed 

by Microsoft Corporation. We look at the history of Windows OS from 1985 to present day. The 

Windows operating system (Windows OS) for desktop PCs is more formally called Microsoft 

Windows and is actually a family of operating systems for personal computers. Windows has 

traditionally dominated the personal computer world, running, by some estimates, more than 75 

percent of all personal computers. Beginning in the early 2000s, Windows dominance has lessened 

with the growth of the Linux and Mac operating systems. 

 

Windows provides a graphical user interface (GUI), virtual memory management, multitasking, 

and support for many peripheral devices. In addition to Windows operating systems for personal 

computers, Microsoft also offers operating systems for servers and mobile devices. 

 

❖ Short note on Linux 

Linux is one of popular version of UNIX operating System. It is open source as its source code is 

freely available. It is free to use. Linux was designed considering UNIX compatibility. Its 

functionality list is quite similar to that of UNIX. 

Components of Linux System 

Linux Operating System has primarily three components 

• Kernel − Kernel is the core part of Linux. It is responsible for all major activities of this 

operating system. It consists of various modules and it interacts directly with the 

underlying hardware. Kernel provides the required abstraction to hide low level hardware 

details to system or application programs. 

• System Library − System libraries are special functions or programs using which 

application programs or system utilities accesses Kernel's features. These libraries 

implement most of the functionalities of the operating system and do not requires kernel 

module's code access rights. 

• System Utility − System Utility programs are responsible to do specialized, individual 

level tasks. 

https://www.webopedia.com/definitions/microsoft/
https://www.webopedia.com/definitions/microsoft-windows/
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https://www.webopedia.com/definitions/operating-system/
https://www.webopedia.com/definitions/computer/
https://www.webopedia.com/definitions/linux/
https://www.webopedia.com/definitions/macintosh-computer/
https://www.webopedia.com/definitions/gui/


 

❖ Some of the functions of Windows Operating System are: 

• Access applications (programs) on the computer (word processing, games, 
spread sheets, calculators and so on). 

• Load any new program on the computer . 
• Hardware such as printers, scanners, mouse, digital cameras etc., 
• File management activities (For example creating, modifying, saving, 

deleting files and folders). 
• Change computer settings such as colour scheme, screen savers of your 

monitor, etc. 

  
❖ Different versions of Windows 
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