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Topic : Nature and Scope of Political Geography 

 

Political geography is the study of the relationship between the 

earth's physical condition and international affairs. Political 

geography is concerned with the study of both the spatially 

uneven outcomes of political processes and the ways in which 

political processes are themselves affected by spatial 

structures. Conventionally, for the purposes of analysis, 

political geography adopts a three-scale structure with the 

study of the state at the centre, the study of international 

relations (or geopolitics) above it, and the study of localities 

below it. The primary concerns of the subdiscipline can be 

summarized as the inter-relationships between people, state, and 

territory. Foreign policies must function within the parameters 

of the Earth's environment. Geography, therefore, provides fixed 

points of reference. The ability of humankind to manipulate, 

develop, and utilize the physical environment can lead to 

humanity's well-being or to its disintegration. Analysis of these 

reference points and the abilities of people to manipulate the 

environment are essential to the study of international politics 

and history. It is important to note that, although the Earth's 

points of reference are fixed, humankind has been able to 

overcome, through technology, many physical obstacles. The 

building of the Panama and Suez Canals provides two examples of 

humanity's alteration of the physical environment. The building 

of these two canals has had a major effect on the economic and 

foreign policies of the nations directly affected by their 

construction and utilization. There can be no doubt that, in the 

future, with the use of technology, people will continue to alter 

the significance of geography in the political arena. 

Geopolitics is the science of applying the principles of political 

geography to modern statecraft. Physical characteristics of a 
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state impose factors both enhancing and limiting the 

development of a nation. A nation's ability to grow and prosper 

economically, politically, militarily, and socially depends on its 

size, shape, proximity, natural resources, climate, population, 

topography, and the nature of its soil. The establishment of 

sound domestic and foreign policies must be based on these 

factors. Recent American and Soviet activities have clearly 

shown geopolitics in action. The Soviet Union, throughout its 

history, has repeatedly been invaded by nations of Western 

Europe and Asia. The Soviets have always desired to establish a 

buffer between themselves and these nations. The buffer was 

established after the Second World War with the creation of 

the Soviet satellite states and the Warsaw Pact. Recent United 

States policy in Central and South America has attempted to limit 

Soviet influence in this part of the world because of its physical 

proximity to our nation. The political repercussions of the Soviet 

Union establishing a presence in Central and South America 

would be enormous. In both examples, their foreign policies have 

attempted to meet the goals of their international policies by 

using geography to further their goals. 

Basic Concepts in Political Geography and Geopolitics 

1. Advanced cultures and civilizations do not develop in 

climates which are extremely hot or cold. 

2. Nations which are located in isolated areas of the world 

and away from the major friction zones have more latitude 

in establishing a society without outside interference. 

3. Nations which are located in physical proximity to a major 

superpower or in a friction zone are more apt to be 

involved in power politics. 

4. Landlocked nations are at a disadvantage in world trade. 

They often must depend on a friendly neighbor to assist 

them with foreign commerce. 



Study material for students of Department of 

Geography, B.P.Chaliha College 

Prepared by Dr. Biman Lahkar 
Assistant Professor, Department of Geography 

5. The topography of a nation plays a pivotal role in 

determining a sound national defense. 

6. A nation's resources determine the economic and often the 

political and social prosperity of that nation. 

7. Industrialized nations are dependent on the availability of 

raw materials. 

8. The development of free or less restrictive trade policies 

and collective security agreements can reduce the 

international tension growing out of the search for raw 

materials. 

9. Nations which have been established on the basis of 

artificial boundaries are less cohesive and suffer from 

more frequent internal dissension than do nations which 

have been established with natural boundaries. 

10. Recent technological advancements in weapons, 

including nuclear weapons and sophisticated missiles and 

bombers, have altered international relations in terms of 

geography, power, and policy. 
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