
 

 

Botanical Gardens 

 

Botanical gardens are the places that maintain the different varieties of living plant species such 
as ornamental, cultivated, wild, medicinal, economically importance plants of various 
geographical regions of special interest etc. They are of value not only to the botanists, 
horticulturists and foresters but also to the millions of tourists. 

Luca Ghini was the first person to establish a botanical garden on scientific lines in 1543 at Pisa 
in Italy. At present there are over 600 important botanical gardens in the world. Handerson 
(1983) however, documented 800 of them in the “International Directory of Botanical 
Gardens”. 

Functions of Botanical Gardens: 

1. Taxonomic Studies: Botanical gardens provide valuable information on various plants Local 
flora, bonsai, rare plants etc. They act as “outdoor laboratories” for students and researchers. 

2. Botanical Research: Botanical gardens supply wide range of plant species, seeds, flowers, 
fruits for botanical research. 

3. Conservation: Botanical gardens conserve and propagate rare species and genetic diversity. 

4. Education: They supply facilities for courses in local flora, horticulture, hybridization, plant 
propagation, etc. There educational programmes such as workshops, training sessions for 
teachers, students, naturalists etc. 

5. Public Services: They help the public in identifying the local and exotic plant species; provide 
instructions for home gardening’s, propagation of plants; supply plant resource; through sale or 
exchange. 

6. Aesthetics and Recreation: They attract people who have made gardening their hobby. 

7. Employment: They create job opportunities for a large number of young botanists. 

 

 

 



 

 

List of Top Botanical Gardens in India: 

Sl  Botanical Garden Place 
1 Lalbagh Botanical Gardens 

 
Bangalore 

2 Government Botanical Gardens 
 

Ooty 

3 TNAU Botanical Garden 
 

Coimbatore 

4 The Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose Indian 
Botanic Gardens (Largest and oldest in India) 
 

Kolkata, West Bengal 

5 The Agri Horticulture society of India 
 

Alipore, Kolkata 

6 National Botnical Research Institute (NBRI) 
 

Locknow 

7 Botanical Garden of Forest Research Institute 
(FRI) 

Dehradun 

 

 Largest Botanical Garden in the World: 

Royal Botanic Gardens in Kew, England – known as the largest botanical 
garden in the world, this 300-acre garden near London is home to the world's 
biggest collection of living plants. 

 The world's first botanical garden: 
 

Ottawa 

Freelance Writer, Ottawa, Ont. “The Botanical Garden of Padua is the original 
of all botanical gardens throughout the world, and represents the birth of 
science, of scientific exchanges, and understanding of the relationship between 
nature and culture. 

 


