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 Ancient Greek Scholars Eratosthenes first coined the word 
Geography.

 The word geography was invented by the Greek scholar 
Eratosthenes. It is based on 2 Greek words: 
-Geo – “Earth”
-graphy – “to write” or describe/depict

Scientific and systematic study of both the physical and cultural 
features of the earth’s surface. It is a spatial perspective 
looking at patterns and distributions on the earth’s surface

Definition of Geography



Branches of Geography



Difference between “Physical 
and Human Geography”

• Physical Geography is the study of the four 
spheres (Lithosphere, Atmosphere, 
Hydrosphere, and Biosphere)

• Human Geography is the study of the spatial 
differentiation and organization of human activity 
on the earth’s surface.



Human Geography Defined

• “Human geography is the synthetic study of
relationship between human societies and earth’s
surface”.

- Friedrich Ratzel

• Human Geography is study of “Changing
relationship between the unresting man and
the unstable earth”

- Ellen C Semple

Synthesis- Geography as an integrating discipline has

interface with numerous natural and social sciences.

Friedrich Ratzel

(1844 – 1904) 

German geographer and ethnog

rapher, notable for first using the

term Lebensraum ("living

space")

Also known as “Father of Human

Geography”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geographer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnographer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnographer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebensraum


More definitions

Human Geography is a branch of geography that
focuses on the study of patterns and processes
that shape human interaction with various
environments. It encompasses human, political,
cultural, social, and economic aspects.

In other words it can be said that, the study of the
characteristics and phenomena of the earth's
surface that relate directly to or are due to human
activities are known as Human Geography or
anthropogeography.

The study of the characteristics and phenomena
of the earth's surface that relate directly to or are
due to human activities. Also known as
anthropogeography.



N.B- 1. Social Darwinism
2 .Lebensraum

History 

 Human Geography has long history but got more value in 18th and 19th century.

 Man and his environment relationship were supported by Herodotus, Aristotle, and
Eratosthenes.

 Strabo explained the effect of geo-ecological features on the progress of human
being.

 Arabs – Al- Idrisi, Ibn- Khaldun, Al Battani, Al, beruni discussed about the nature and
its effects on the cultural characteristics of human being.

 The idea was revived in Europe during Renaissance – late 18th and early 19th
century

 Alexander Von Humboldt and Carl Ritter (German) – Cosmos and Erd kunde

 HG become more popular after origin of species 1859

 F. Ratzel (German - father of human geography) – Anthropogeography: landmark in
human geography

 E.C Semple Ellen Churchill Semple (American Geographer (1863- 1932)
Influences of Geographic Environment.

 By the 1980s, human geography widened and included al thing which are note
natural like cartography, quantitative techniques , Remote sensing &GIS etc. .



Approaches 

• There are two approaches of geography: 

1. Systematic approach 2. Regional approach

• Systematic approach studies only one issue 
and continues to examine its spatial variations. 
That means related to different spaces, you 
study your location. 

• Regional approach studies the multiple 
characteristics after dividing or segmenting the 
location at hand, on the basis of region.



Nature of Human Geography:
(a) Human geography studies the inter
relationship between the physical environment
and socio-cultural environment created by man.

(b) Elements of physical are land, water, soil,
climate, vegetation, fauna

(c) Elements of cultural are transport and
communication, settlements, crops



Nature & Scope
• In human geography, the major thrust is on the study of
human societies in their relation to the habitat or
environment. Dealing with the spatial distribution of
societies, human geography covers a very wide field or its
scope is enormous.

• It embraces the study of human races; the growth,
distribution and density of populations of the various
parts of the world, their demographic attributes and
migration patterns; and physical and cultural differences
between human groups and economic activities.

• It also covers the relationship between man and his
natural environment, and the way in which his activities
are distributed.



• Human geography also takes into account the
mosaic of culture, language, religion, customs and
traditions; types and patterns of rural settlements,
the site, size, growth and functions of urban
settlements, and the functional classification of
towns.

• The study of spatial distribution of economic
activities, industries, trade, and modes of
transportations and communications as influenced
by the physical environment are also the important
topics of human geography



Thank you

More readings-

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetarysciences/human-

geography


